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1.  Simple Faint  Definite provocational factors with associated 
prodromal symptoms and which are unlikely to occur whilst sitting or 
lying. Benign in nature. If recurrent, will need to check the 3 “Ps” apply 
on each occasion (provocation/prodrome/postural).

No driving 
restrictions. 
DVLA need not be 
notified. 

No driving restrictions DVLA 
need not be notified 

2. Loss of consciousness/ loss of or altered awareness likely to be 
unexplained syncope and low risk of re-occurrence  These have no 
relevant abnormality on CVS and neurological examination and normal 
ECG. 

Can drive 4 weeks 
after the event. 

Can drive 3 months after the 
event. 

3. Loss of consciousness/ loss of or altered awareness likely to be 
unexplained syncope and high risk of re-occurrence Factors indicating 
high risk: (a) abnormal ECG (b) clinical evidence of structural heart 
disease (c) syncope causing injury, occurring at the wheel or whilst sitting 
or lying (d) more than one episode in previous six months. Further 
investigations such as ambulatory ECG (48hrs), echocardiography and 
exercise testing may be indicated after specialist opinion has been sought. 
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after the event if 
the cause has been 
identified and 
treated. If no cause 
identified, then 
require   6 months 
off. 

NB Cough Syncope as above 
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cause has been identified and 
treated. If no cause identified, 
then licence refused/revoked 
for one year. 

4. Presumed loss of consciousness/loss of or altered awareness with 
seizure markers The category is for those where there is a strong clinical 
suspicion of epilepsy but no definite evidence. The seizure markers act as 
indicators and are not absolutes – unconsciousness for more than 5 mins. 
-amnesia greater than 5 mins -injury -tongue biting -incontinence -remain 
conscious but with confused behaviour -headache post attack 

1 year refusal/
revocation. 

5 years refusal/revocation. 

5. Loss of consciousness/loss of or altered awareness with no clinical 
pointers This category will have had appropriate neurology and cardiac 
opinion and investigations but with no abnormality detected. 

Refuse/revoke 6 
months 

Refuse/revoke 1 year 
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• GCS less than 15 at 2 hours after the injury on assessment in the emergency 

department. 
• Suspected open or depressed skull fracture. 
• Any sign of basal skull fracture (haemotympanum, ‘panda’ eyes, cerebrospinal fluid 
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• Focal neurological deficit. 
• More than one episode of vomiting. 
• Amnesia for events more than 30 minutes before impact. 
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• Age 65 years or older. 
• Coagulopathy (history of bleeding, clotting disorder, current treatment with warfarin). 
• Dangerous mechanism of injury (a pedestrian or cyclist struck by a motor vehicle, an 

occupant ejected from a motor vehicle or a fall from a height of greater than 1 m or five 
stairs).  
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